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— THEME; —

CONMECTING PEOPLE
T0 NATURE——

Nature” was celebrated in grandeur throughout the State of Sikkim on

Monday the 5"of June hugely participated by students and teachers,
panchayats, municipalities, NGOs, JFMCs, EDCs, urban and local bodies, private companies,
political dignitaries and public at large. While the entire State was engrossed with the Mother
Nature taking up plantation, weeding, cleanliness drives and other environment wellbeing
actions for spreading awareness highly maintaining the consciousness stature of the State,
official functions were organised at the State-level and District-level by the State Forests,
Environment and Wildlife Management Department, Government of Sikkim. The events
witnessed plantation drives, cleanliness drives, eco-competitions on essay writing, painting,
slogan, debates, skits suitably highlighting the natural and cultural significance and diversity
this small State offers.

World Environment Day 2017with the UNEP theme “Connecting People to

Programme Overview

1.  West Sikkim  State-level function, Kaluk 3000 5,384
BAC premises

2. North Sikkim District-level: Govt. Sec. 600 6,127
School complex, Lindong

3. East Sikkim  District-level: Govt. Jr. High 500 1,221
School complex, Mulukey

4. South Sikkim  District-level: Sikkim Govt. 700 3,400
College, Kamrang

Total 16,132

Figure Source: Territorial Division, FEWMD
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State- Level Celebration: State Level World Environment Day was celebrated at the
premise of Block Administrative Centre (BAC), Kaluk West Sikkim on 5™ June, 2017 in
presence of massive gathering of about 3000 students, teachers, panchayats, political
dignitaries, government officers and local public accommodated in a befittingly staged
pandal.

The programme began with the ceremonial plantation of indigenous saplings at the BAC
premise by the Chief Guest Hon’ble Minister Forests Shri Tshering Wangdi Lepcha, MLA
Shri K S Lepcha, MLA Shri D N Sherpa, MLA Shri Sonam Dadul Bhutia, MLA Shri
Mechung Bhutia, MLA Shri Gopal Baraily, Chairperson (SPCB) Smt. Kalawati Subba and
Principal Secretary Forest Dr. Thomas Chandy.

The day was observed to acknowledge the efforts of various schools and other dedicated
service by NGOs, Individual, Foresters and JFMC/EDC in the State in regard to conservation
and protection of the environment. The felicitation cum awareness programme was organised
as a major attraction of the day.

Addressing the gathering, the Hon’ble Minister Forests Shri Tshering Wangdi Lepcha
mentioned that the saplings after plantation should not be ignored and proper care should be
given for ensuing growth of the plants. Lauding the continuous support of the people in the
State’s Government commitment towards eco-friendly and sustainable development, he
appealed for the upkeep of green and clean image of the State by constantly being connected
to the nature as a noble duty to the Mother Earth.

The programme was also addressed by the Chairperson (SPCB) Smt. Kalawati Subba and
local MLA Shri K S Lepcha who highlighted the green achievements of the State and
appealed all for its continuous protection and conservation for future generations.

During the programme, the Minister released the special edition ENVIS newsletter titled
“PANDA Vol 9”. He also released poster series on importance of Forest and Climate Change.
The programme also witnessed distribution of green and blue coloured dusthins, garden tool
kits and eco-club grants to nearby schools.

On the occasion, the students of nearby schools performed beautiful earth songs, skit, yoga
demonstration and traditional dances representing the important linkages of health, hygiene,
nature and culture for maintaining the natural sanctity of the State.
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The main highlight of the day was the presentation of the 7" edition of Chief Minister’s
Green School Rolling Trophy and State Green School Award 2017 consisting of cash prizes
up to Rs. 10.50 lakh, which were presented to eight schools under Sr. Secondary, Secondary,
Jr. High School, Primary School and Private school categories for their constructive efforts
towards upliftment and preservation of the environment. The awardees are as under;

1. Government Senior Secondary School, CM Rolling Trophy/ Certificate/
Buriakhop, West Sikkim Cash prize — Rs. 5.00 lakh
2. Government Senior Secondary School, Trophy/ Certificate/
Kewzing, South Sikkim Cash prize — Rs. 1.00 lakh
3. Government Senior Secondary School, Trophy/ Certificate/
Lingmoo, South Sikkim Cash prize- Rs. 1.00 lakh
4, Government Secondary School, Trophy/ Certificate/
Passingdong, North Sikkim Cash prize- Rs. 1.00 lakh
5 Government Secondary School, Trophy/ Certificate/
Sopakha, West Sikkim Cash prize- Rs. 1.00 lakh
6. Government Junior High School, Trophy/ Certificate/
Raley, East Sikkim Cash prize- Rs. 50,000/-
7. Government Primary School, Trophy/ Certificate/
Tingda, North Sikkim Cash prize- Rs. 50,000/-
8. Sunshine English School (Private), Trophy/ Certificate/
Melli Bazaar, South Sikkim Cash prize- Rs. 50,000/-

The Chief Guest also handed away the Certificates and Cash prizes of Rs. 10,000/- each for
most dedicated service towards environment protection and conservation to Shri Binod
Chettri, Block Officer (Most Dedicated Forester); Shri Nar Bahadur Subba, Mali (Most
Dedicated Nursery Worker); Phadamchen EDC (Most Dedicated JFMC/EDC); and Himal
Rakshak Chongri Cluster (Most Dedicated NGO)

Earlier, the daylong programme began with welcome address by Principal Secretary —cum-
PCCF, Dr. Thomas Chandy who mentioned the importance of the day highlighting the
designated UNEP theme — “Connecting people to Nature”. Dr Chandy also mentioned that
due to the pro-people and eco-friendly policies of the State Government, the people of
Sikkim were far ahead in being connected to nature. He however mentioned that we all
should keep in tandem and pay our revisits to nature in every small measure possible.

The programme ended with a vote of thanks by the Chief Conservator of Forests (Territorial/
Headquarter) Shri C.S. Rao.

(Photographs and newspaper clips next page onwards)
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Photographs of State-Level Celebration of
World Environment DayJune 5, 2017at Kaluk BAC premise, West Sikkim

AP o - L [
Release of Dusthins, garden kits and eco-club grants to Most Dedicated Nursery Worker Award to Shri Nar Bahadur
nearby schools Subba, Mali

. 7 1 |
Most Dedlcated Forester Award to Shri Binod Chettri, Most Dedlcated JFMC/EDC to Phadamchen EDC
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Block Officer

Presence of Public Presence of Students
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State Green School Awards received by Govt. Sec. School,
Passindong, North Sikkim
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State Green School Award received by Govt. Jr. High.
School, Raley, East Sikkim
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State Green School received by Govt. Sr. Sec Scool L0
Lingmoo, South Sikkim South Sikkim




O

Report by
Sikkim State ENVIS Centre

s

Government of Sikkim
=3 Forests, Environment & Wildlife Management Department

Demonstration of Yoga by students of Govt. Primary School Ramey Dham, West Sikkim
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District and Local Level Celebration: Similarly, the World Environment Day was
celebrated at the district and local level in other North, South and East Districts of the State.
Various programmes such as plantation drives, cleanliness drives, eco-competitions on essay
writing, painting and debate; rally were organised at the school and local level by district/
divisions of the State Forests, Environment and Wildlife Management. The district level
programmes were graced by local political dignitaries as the chief guest and participated in
numbers by students, teachers, panchayats, local NGOs, private companies, government
officers and general public.

The district level programmes were organised at the following venues;

District Programme Venue

East Sikkim - Govt. Jr. High School complex, Mulukey
North Sikkim - Govt. Sec. School complex, Lindong
South Sikkim - Govt. Jr. High School complex, Mulukey

World Environment Day activities in East Sikkim
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Celebration of World Environment Day 2017 by East Territorial
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World Environment Day Activities in North Sikkim
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World Environment Day activities in South Sikkim
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